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KEY PROPOSITIONS:
- The systematic production of unhousing
- Forces of speculation combined with state-organized violence to 

produce evictions, displacement, and banishment
- Rooted in long histories of racial dispossession and spatial 

illegalization
KEY ACTIONS:
- Ending the criminalization of poverty
- Regulating financial speculation
- Guaranteeing the right to remain
- Socializing housing



STRUCTURES OF UNHOUSING:
Racial Capitalism and Housing Precarity in Los 
Angeles

Desiree Fields, University of California, Berkeley



Political performance art by Fay Lewis in Rockford (Illinois), 1914
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$187m to build…
$3.4bn increased value for nearby properties…

$103m in additional property tax. 

“The rest went to private landowners” 

Dark Matter Labs, 2019

THE HIGH LINE
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RENT AND 
UNHOUSING

Wedgewood Inc. headquarters, 
Redondo Beach, CA, December 2019 

Tolani King, Moms 4 Housing, 
Oakland, CA, December 2019 



“FINALLY DOWNTOWN 
HAS BECOME A REAL 
CITY, BUT I’M 
CONCERNED IT’S 
GOING TO COLLAPSE 
AGAIN...” 

(DOWNTOWN LA 
DEVELOPER)
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SOCIALIZING HOUSING

Ananya Roy, University of California, Los Angeles
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Can there be housing justice on stolen land?
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Who has the right to property?
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The social function of property
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Expropriation
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“Why would you want to save capitalism, and not human 
beings?”

Walter Mignolo
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